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We announced in the last issue that we

would be holding an event focusing on

SEND support in schools, on June 9th.

Unfortunately we were not able to

arrange for the right people to be there

on the day, so we have postponed until a

later date. We will share details as soon

as we have them.

Carers' week this year takes place from June 6th to 13th. The

theme this year is making caring visible, valued and supported.

The Carers' Hub have arranged some events and you can read

about them, plus the rest of their newsletter here.

Carers' Resource also have events organised, and you can read

about what they are doing here.

https://pfba.org.uk/latest-news-from-the-carers-hub/
https://www.carersresource.org/carers-week-2022/
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The University of Leeds is collaborating with the University of Sheffield, University of

Manchester, University of Plymouth, and the Bradford Institute for Health Research, to

carry out research about children’s eating and toothbrushing habits. The focus is on

young children who are autistic, and their experiences and challenges with teeth

hygiene.

If you would like to take part, please contact the details on the flyer below. You can find

out more about the programme here.

 

 

https://pfba.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Summary-toothPASTE.pdf
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It was so lovely to spend the morning

with ladies from the Bradford Stronger

Together SEN group at Farcliffe

Children's Centre. It was a powerful

session where the ladies talked about

their experiences as parent carers with

each other. 

I always find myself feeling so much admiration after sessions like this, that

they’ve felt brave enough to share what they go through with each other, but

love seeing the peer support beginning to take shape too. “My child eats the

same tea every day.” “Oh mine does too. I thought I was the only one!” “My

child has such a good memory and repeats phrases from his favourite film

which he watches over and over again.” “Oh yes that’s my child too!”

 Afterwards, one of the ladies told me that she felt a lot more confident after

the coffee morning. Just being able to get it off her chest with people that

understood felt like a weight had been lifted.  I know that they will be able to

share things and support each other. PFBA will be building links with Bradford

Stronger Together to be able to share parent carer experience and we look

forward to this!!
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At 3, H went to nursery and it was here that unusual behaviours were noticed. She understood

the word book and what a book looked like but didn’t understand how to open a book. She

didn’t understand instructions or verbs. H didn’t make eye contact. The bus driver refused to

take her to nursery as she cried and took up too much attention. H loves new places but

doesn’t want anyone to go with her. She doesn’t sense danger.

As a result, H began twice-weekly 1:1 sessions with a specialist. They did think that H was

autistic, however, after about 6 months they changed their minds because H had a sense of

humour and understood facial expressions.

Then covid hit. It was really difficult for H as she wants to go out and doesn’t like routine. She

stopped responding. H’s mum had the opportunity to come and study for a PhD in England so

they came here in November 2020. The flight was tough. H did not want to put a seatbelt on or

sit still.

The first month was very challenging. It took more than a month to get registered with the GP

and find a house to rent before they were able to find a school for H. We were still in the grip

of covid. After 2 months of no school her mum paid for a place at nursery when H should have

been in reception. The nursery manager advised that H would need an EHCP going into school

and was incredibly supportive at helping out with this. She was to be held back a year but this

gave chance to get input from the GP, speech and language, paediatrics in place and an EHCP

before starting school in September 2021.

H was offered an alternative to their school of choice and started there with a view to

appealing and moving to the preferred school at a later date. However, H settled really well in

the primary school and it was decided that she would stay as she was thriving and has

excellent support.

 

H has travelled a lot in her short life. In Turkey, a specialist school would have been very

expensive alongside the specialist medical support she would need. Her mum came here to

study to enable her to provide a better life for her child. She was surprised at the difference

between the two countries. In Turkey, the support is more how to train your child to behave

where here it is more trying get everyone else to change to support the child and be more

understanding. 

PFBA thanks H’s mum for sharing her story and glad they have settled in 

H was born in Syria and was her parent’s first child. They

moved to Turkey when she was 6 months old. At 18 months

old she could say words in other languages but could not

respond or converse. There were no other children around

for H’s mum to know if this was usual or not. H used to

repeat what other people said but never anything

conversational.
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The government is seeking views on

the green paper about the changes

proposed for the special educational

needs and disabilities (SEND) and

alternative provision (AP) system in

England.

The Parents’ Forum for Bradford and Airedale are part of the National Network of

Parent Carer Forums (NNPCF) All Parent Carer Forums in the UK are part of this.

You can read more about how we fit into this here

The long awaited SEND Green Paper was published in late March. You can now

view the recording of the NNPCF Co-chairs Tina Emery and Mrunal Sisodia as they

share their response to the proposals. Tina and Mrunal outline different ways that

parent carer forums and individual parents can respond to the consultation and

have their voices heard.

The recording of the session, presentation and the results of the Menti survey

taken during the session are now available.

 

The NNPCF publish their parent carer survey. The responses of the survey will

help to coproduce the NNPCF’s own response to the SEND Green Paper

consultation. Co-chairs Tina Emery and Mrunal Sisodia said, “The Green Paper is

an opportunity to reset the SEND system after the 2014 reforms failed to deliver

the improvements that families of children with SEND so desperately need. It is

vital that every parent carer’s voice is heard and so we have launched a short,

simple survey to gather parental views that we will use to inform our response to

the Green Paper. We will, of course, also publish the survey results.”

 

You can complete the survey here

 

https://pfba.org.uk/about/parent-carer-forums-locally-regionally-and-nationally/
https://youtu.be/s91kjv77zec
https://contact.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/23.05.22-Presentation-%E2%80%98NNPCF-response-to-the-SEND-Green-Paper-online-learning-session.pdf
https://contact.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/23.05.22-Menti-output-%E2%80%98NNPCF-response-to-the-SEND-Green-Paper-online-learning-session.pdf
https://contact.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/23.05.22-Menti-output-%E2%80%98NNPCF-response-to-the-SEND-Green-Paper-online-learning-session.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J63QX22
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J63QX22


Education, Health and Care Plan Workshops

As promised, we organised two evening workshops in addition to our daytime

sessions. All have been very popular this term, and are now fully booked. We will be

arranging more workshops after the summer break.
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We would love to know what you think
of this newsletter! Do you have any

good ideas for future articles? Please let
us know here

Facebook Live Q&A

Join us in our private Facebook

group on 20th June at 10.30 am!

If you have a burning EHCP-related question, but can't make it to one of the

workshops, join us in our Facebook group on Monday 20th June from 10.30 am. 

The session will be recorded and available to view later. If you have a question but

can't watch at the time, please send your question in advance we will answer it for

you.

To join, you just need to be a member of our group, which you can join via this

link.

https://pfba.wufoo.com/forms/q19imx2c182z5i8/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/623402764885725

