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N E W S  F R O M  T H E  P F B A

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY

INTERVIEW

We discussed the return to
school after covid and how
to support children to return
to normal after the past
year.

LISTENING EVENT

I met two amazing parents
and heard about their
experiences, which were
also heard by the
professionals who
attended.

BRADFORD SEND

INSPECTION

Bradford is expecting an
Ofsted/CQC inspection
any time now.
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We are coming to the
end of restrictions
and I hope this
message finds you as
well as you can be.

It has been a long hard slog
for our families but Boris tells
us we are able to see our
families and go to places
like restaurants and pubs
and eat indoors. Well some
of us can. Personally, I quite
like some elements of the
new world such as not
having to sit in busy waiting
rooms at the doctors, fewer
people in the shops and
people keeping their
distance from us.

What I haven’t liked is what a
terrible struggle going back
to school has been. All of
those reasonable
adjustments that worked
before lockdown I find are
making no difference now
and school refusal has
become a massive issue in
our house. 

A year of doing virtually
nothing and having few
demands has really taken a
toll on my son’s mental
health now those demands
are back. I know we are not
the only ones struggling with
this but I feel that schools
need to take into account
that we are in
unprecedented times and
going back into school after
so long is a transition and
it’s hard enough after the 6
week break let alone a year!
I appreciate that some
children have gone into
school all through and for
some children the routine
that school brings is better
for them but for those who
are in mainstream without an
EHCP, I think they have
fallen through the net
(again).
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I have been really lucky to
speak with two incredibly
brave ladies who agreed
to share their experience
of the SEND journey at a
virtual listening event we
held in April

The first parent talked about
issues including CAMHS, ARFID,
anorexia, late autism diagnosis,
school refusal, self harm, lack of
support in school and transition
from children’s services and no
support from adult services. The
second lady had struggled with
lots of services being involved
but a lack of communication
between them leaving her to
spend a lot of time chasing back
and forth.Transition was an issue
here too.Although chronologically
an adult, physically and mentally
her daughter was more in the
children’s bracket

Issues with social care were
discussed and it was a very
powerful, emotional event but
really important that we as
parents tell our stories and are
heard by people who are the
professionals employed to help
our children. It also helps to start
the discussion about how we
improve services to meet the
needs of our children and make
sure the voices of parents are
included in these discussions.
There were several professionals
there from the Local Authority,
NHS, CAMHS, Social Care and
specialist teaching amongst
them.We will be holding another
event like this in October and if
you would like to tell your story to
the people that make the
decisions, please do contact me
on adele@pfba.org.uk

Listening Event
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I had an interview with
Hannah from the
Children’s Society who
are working with the
Department for
Education 

looking at the Government
response to the return to school
and catch up for the education
that has been missed over the
lockdowns and the best way to
support young people to recover
from the past year.It struck me
that there needed to be someone
to speak up for those children
who have SEND as we always feel
that they are an afterthought. I
talked a lot about waiting times
for Autism and ADHD assessment
times. Hannah was shocked to
learn how long the waiting times
are for assessment in the
district.I talked about how some
children benefitted from being
back at school and felt much
happier with the constant that
the school day gives them but
also about those who are
massively struggling to get back 

there. It came as a shock to
Hannah that not all children had
been at school who should have
been. We know many families
whose children attended a
specialist provision but had only
been offered a few days rather
than a full school week as the
government announced. We know
families whose children’s needs
are so complex that they haven’t
left the house in over a year and
school is still not on the cards.
There are also some families that
had felt that home schooling
their children had been a positive
move, both in terms of learning
but also managing behaviour.
Some of these families have
chosen to look into this
continuing. We discussed mental
health provision in schools and
how some schools offered a much
better approach than others and
how unfair this was. School
support shouldn’t be a postcode
lottery and we shouldn’t have to
fight so hard for it. They are
going to write their findings in a
report after they have presented
it to the Department of
Education and I will share it with
you all once I have it.



Adele's Blog
 

Inspection

Ofsted and CQC jointly inspect local

areas to see how well they fulfil their

responsibilities for children and young

people with special educational

needs and/or disabilities. If things are

not to standard a written statement is

given of all the areas that need to be

improved on and checked on revisit.

They might look at things such as ASD

waiting lists, preparation for

adulthood, early help but the list isn’t

exhaustive. 

The summer holidays are fast approaching and I hope that you are able to

have some enjoyable days out. Please keep checking the Parents' Forum

Facebook page where we will post information as and when we have it.

Bradford is going to be having one of

these inspections imminently. The

Parents Forum plays an important role

in this inspection. We will be writing to

you and asking you to complete a

survey of your experiences of the

SEND journey and there is the

possibility of there being some focus

groups with the inspectors. As soon as

we have had the call and know the

date of the inspection we will let you

all know what is required. .

 


