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Latest news

New SEND Manager at Bradford Council

Stuart Barratt has join the SEND team at Bradford Council as the Transformation and

Compliance Manager, replacing Jane Hall. We are hoping to include an interview with him in our

next newsletter.
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Inspection of Bradford's SEND services is imminent

The inspections focus on services delivered and commissioned in a local area for children and

young people with SEND and their families by the local authority, health services, early years

settings, schools, providers and further education. They will include both early help services and

more targeted or specialist services, covering the full range of SEND needs and not just children

and young people with the most complex needs and an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

Local authorities are given five working days notice, and the Parents' Forum will also be told,

which means we can inform our members, and send out the link to the survey that will let parent

carers share their opinions and experiences with the inspectors.

Research - SEND Support

Around 1.4 million pupils in English schools have an identified special educational need (SEN).

These range from the most severe to comparatively minor. Research suggests that there are

varying interpretations and practices across professionals, schools and local authorities in both

SEN identification and provision. The study was developed to explore how the needs of children

and young people are met in mainstream schools and how approaches vary between providers.

You can read more about the study here

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-send
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Parent's story - so many services!

If you were able to join us at the Listening Event in April, you will have heard about Nicola's

experiences of different services which provide care to her daughter. She explained how

managing all of them is like a full time job in itself, and can be exhausting

This diagram shows just how many different services she receives help from. The yellow ones are

health related and other colours are different types of support.

Since we held the Listening Event, we are still working on improving parent/carer engagement

and responding to concerns you may have – we are collating the questions asked by individual

parents and the responses from health/social care & education. This has been quite challenging

but we will continue to work on addressing these difficulties and improve communications so

that parents can feel they really are being listened to.
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Update on Max Cards

Order yours today!

 The issues we have had recently with obtaining new supplies of cards are

now resolved, and we have plenty of cards ready to be issued in time for

the summer. A card costs £4.00, including postage, and is valid for two

years.

To order yours, please go to www.pfba.org.uk/resources and follow the link

for either a new card, or if you've had one from us before, the renewal link.

We are only able to issue cards to families who live in the Bradford Council

district, or if the child/young person goes to school/college in the Bradford

area.

We are still unable to take cash payments at our office, so we advise paying

by bank transfer. If this is not possible for you, please contact us and we

will try to help. For this or any other query, please email

supportnews@pfba.org.uk.   

We love to hear about where your card takes you - on the next page you

will read about a family's trip to Newby Hall. Let us know where you go!
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Parent's story - visit to Newby Hall
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Rachel, who got a Max Card from us, took her daughter to Newby Hall, and they both had a

fantastic time!

 

She told us, “it’s a fairly long journey to get there, but not far from the A1. It’s worth the trip

though because there is so much to do! 

 

We loved riding on the miniature train, and walking through the fabulous grounds. We spent

a long time looking at the teddy bears, and my daughter was mesmerised by the amazing

collection of dolls’ houses.

 

There’s also a brilliant playground, and you can take a trip on the river. The house is open too

if you want to have a look around. With a Max Card discount, and taking a picnic, it was an

extremely good value day out.

 

www.newbyhall.com

www.mymaxcard.co.uk

** The current offer with a Max Card is one free child per family. Please check details are up to date

before travelling to this, or any other venue that offers a discount, to avoid potential disappointment. 
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Carers' Assessments, how little is known about them and how difficult it is to get one.

How some families have to get to breaking point before they get support.

There can be no support available if the family doesn't meet the criteria set out by their

local authority.

The whole attitude towards parents of children and young people needs to change, we are

not looking for special treatment but support so the child can lead a fulfilling life like any

other child does.

Care assessments need to focus on the whole family.

There's a government review being carried out, into Children's Social Care. The government’s

manifesto committed to review the children’s social care system to make sure children and

young people get the support they need. The review is independently led by Josh MacAlister,

a former schoolteacher who founded the social work charity Frontline, and he and his

colleagues will be hearing about the diverse experiences of children and families who are

supported by social workers.

As part of this review, two representatives who are part of the review joined us at the

regional meeting last month, to hear directly from all the parent carer forums in the

Yorkshire and Humber area about the issues faced by families with a disabled/SEN child in

connection with social care.

We were able to tell them about issues we have heard about directly from our parent

members, including some issues that were highlighted at the recent Listening Event. These

included:

We will keep you updated about how this review progresses.
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Review of Children's Social Care
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 Many different ways to get a discount as a carer.....There's the Max Card of

course, which offers discounts to different attractions throughout the UK. But

if the place you want to visit doesn't accept these cards, don't let that put you

off. Sometimes searching their website can reveal that they do in fact offer a

discount, such as a free carer's place, but even if you can't find anything, don't

be afraid to ask! Usually a DLA/PIP letter or a blue badge is sufficient evidence.

I've recently signed up with the Discounts for Carers website (www.

discountsforcarers.com). It's quite new to me so I haven't used it much, but it

appears to offer discounts on all kinds of things from clothes, to holidays, to

utilities. 

The DID card (disabled ID) is an identity card which proves disability status

without having to carry copies of documents with you. The card costs £15 for

two years. (www.did-card.co.uk)  The Access card (www.accesscard.org.uk)

appears to offer the same benefits, for the same price. 

The CEA card is specifically for use in cinemas, and can be purchased online. It

allows a disabled person (aged 8 or above) to take someone in with them for

free. These cards cost £6. (ceacard.co.uk) 
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Special offers for carers
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Carers' Week is an annual campaign to raise awareness of caring, highlight the challenges

unpaid carers face and recognise the contribution they make to families and communities

throughout the UK. It also helps people who don't think of themselves as having caring

responsibilities to identify as carers and access much-needed support. 

COMPETITION TIME!

We were hoping to arrange an event for this, but the uncertainty around covid made us

decide against an in-person gathering - hopefully next year! This year, we would like to invite

you to send us a photo of yourself. We will put all pictures we receive in a photo wall, and one

person who submits a picture will be drawn at random and receive a voucher to treat

themselves with. If you would prefer not to send a photo of yourself, you could use a picture

of something that means a lot to you, connected to your caring role. Please send photos to

supportnews@pfba.org.uk by Sunday 13th June, and we will draw the winner the following

day.

Carers' Resource are organising their own events - you can keep updated with their

arrangements here.
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Carers' Week, 7-13 June 2021

https://www.carersresource.org/

